Implementing Squash Preparation for Rapid Diagnosis of Basal Cell Carcinoma in Outpatient Dermatology Setting
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Basal cell carcinoma
(BCC) 1s the most
common skin
malignancy, often
requiring surgical
excision for treatment.
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Paraffin-embedded sections
are time-consuming, while
frozen sectioning requires
specialized equipment that
1s often unavailable 1n
outpatient dermatology
settings.
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Squash preparation is
a lab technique that
can rapidly diagnose
BCC 1n clinical
practices.

OBJECTIVES

To demonstrate the clinical utility
of the squash preparation
technique as a rapid, cost-effective
method for diagnosing basal cell
carcinoma (BCC) in outpatient
dermatologic settings, where
traditional histopathologic
resources may be limited.
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Figure 1. Basal cell carcinoma,
hematoxylin & eosin stain, X100
magnification
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Figure 2. Basal cell carcinoma,
hematoxylin & eosin
stain, X200 magnification

The squash preparation method
offers a rapid, reliable, and cost-
effective alternative for diagnosing
basal cell carcinoma (BCC),
addressing key limitations of
conventional histopathology and
other cytological techniques.

By enabling immediate
microscopic confirmation and
facilitating same-day definitive
treatment, this method reduces
patient burden, minimizes
procedural delays, and enhances
overall clinical efficiency in
dermatologic practice.
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